
6 DEMONSTRATIVES

the term identificational demonstrative for demonstratives in copular and non-
verbal clauses regardless of their categorial status; and I use the term demon-
strative identifier when I refer to demonstratives in copular and nonverbal clauses
that are categorially (i.e. formally) distinguished from demonstratives in other
contexts.

Chapter 5 is concerned with the pragmatic uses of demonstratives. As
pointed out above, demonstratives are primarily used to draw the hearer’s
attention to entities in the speech situation, but they may also serve a variety of
other pragmatic functions. Following Halliday and Hasan (1976: 57–76), I use the
notion exophoric for demonstratives that are used with reference to entities in the
surrounding situation, and I use the term endophoric for all other uses. The
endophoric use is subdivided into the (i) anaphoric, (ii) discourse deictic, and (iii)
recognitional uses, as shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. The pragmatic uses of demonstratives

The exophoric, anaphoric, and discourse deictic uses are discussed in studies
by Lyons (1977), Levinson (1983), Webber (1991), Fillmore (1997), Himmel-
mann (1996, 1997), and many others. Exophoric demonstratives refer to non-
linguistic entities in the speech situation; they focus the hearer’s attention on
persons, objects or locations in the outside world. Anaphoric demonstratives are
coreferential with a noun phrase in the preceding discourse; they keep track of
prior discourse participants. Discourse deictic demonstratives refer to a chunk of
the surrounding discourse; they express an overt link between two propositions.

In addition to the exophoric, anaphoric and discourse deictic uses, Himmel-
mann (1996, 1997) describes another usage, which he calls the recognitional use.
In the recognitional use, demonstratives function to indicate that speaker and
hearer are familiar with the referent due to shared experience. The demonstrative
in the following sentence exemplifies this use.


